
 

 

Hello everyone! 

It’s hard to believe we’re most of the way through October already!  For another year 

that has felt – for me, at least – like a stop-gap, or a waiting period, it seems to be 

going remarkably quickly!  Hopefully you’ve managed to find time more recently to do 

those things that you have been waiting for?  Those things that we haven’t been able to 

for so long; parties, visiting distant relatives, even maybe a holiday in warmer climes?  

These are things that, not so long ago, we feared coronavirus might consign to memory. 

It’s good to be able to start doing these things again, and not simply remember them, 

isn’t it? 

As we move into November, however, we do need to recognise that there are some 

things, and some people, that (and who) are no longer with us on earth, and that ‘simply 

remembering’ (or even remembering simply) is one of the best things we can do.  This is 

our Season of Remembrance, where we remember those who have gone before us, 

starting with our All Saints service on Sunday 31st October at 10:15.  Then, on Sunday 

7th November at 6pm, we will hold our All Souls’ service, in which we remember, and 

give thanks for the lives of, all those we know who have died, especially within the last 

few years.  And then, of course, we will commemorate Remembrance Day itself on 

Sunday 14th November at our 10:15 service. 

I am always struck by the fact that the word ‘remember’ could also be rendered ‘re-

member’; to bring something or someone back into membership.  I love that idea of 

remembrance; the thought that in recalling the saints of yesteryear and those loved 

ones we have lost, we re-member them into our community once more.  It makes 

remembrance into something active and spiritually purposeful, rather than a wistful, 

passive non-activity. 

I hope that over the next month you are able to find time to remember.  And, in doing 

so, I pray that we will know amongst us the presence of that great crowd of witnesses 

mentioned in the book of Hebrews; witnesses who cheer us on and continue to pray for 

us whilst we continue our earthly journey. 

Yours in Christ, 

Stuart 

Stuart Durber, Reader 

 

• LATEST NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Victorian themed Christmas Fair 

We'll be holding a Christmas Fair again this year inside Church Croft on Saturday 18th 

December, from 12 noon until 4 p.m.   

We're encouraging our stallholders and visitors to wear Victorian style clothing on the 

day.  Lots of local individuals and businesses have already booked their stalls, if you are 

interested in having a stall or volunteering at the Fete please contact us 

(stmichaelflixton@gmail.com or ring Revd Huw on 0161 748 2884).  

Our bell ringers will be ringing our bells for half an hour before we officially open the 

church gates. 
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All Souls’ service 

Our All Souls’ service offers people an opportunity to remember those they love but have 

died, whether the loss is recent or long ago.  It is a quiet reflective service and will be 

taking place at 6 p.m. on Sunday 7th November inside our church building. 

If you would like the name of a loved one who has passed away to be read out in the All 

Souls service, please add them to the list in church; send an email message to us before 

Friday 5th November via stmichaelflixton@gmail.com; or please ring Revd Huw on 0161 

748 2884. 

Remembrance Sunday 

St Michael's annual act of remembrance takes place on Sunday 14th November at 10.15 

a.m.  Revd Huw Thomas will be leading the service and Vaughan Reeves, one of our 

Readers, will be preaching.  It forms part of a moving service of Holy Communion when 

the names of local people who lost their lives in conflict are read aloud at 11 a.m. 

If you would like to pay your respects to the fallen at one of the Commonwealth War 

Graves in our graveyard you can find their locations here 

www.stmichaelsflixton.org/historical-research  

Pub Church 

November’s Pub Church will be taking place at The Church Inn on Wednesday 3rd 

November at 8 p.m.   

Church Croft 

Church Croft is open for bookings again from the beginning of October onwards.  Please 

contact Sally on 07779 491 029 if you are interested.  

www.stmichaelsflixton.org/church-croft  

Flixton Community Choir 

The choir has started rehearsing inside our church building on Tuesday evenings 

between 7.30 p.m. and 8.30 p.m.  Past members and anyone new who would like to join 

them will be welcomed.  The members are singing in the pews, not the choir stalls, in a 

chess board formation (e.g. singing only on the black squares) to encourage distancing 

between household groups.  They are also be having short breaks to allow droplets to 

fall from the air. 

Please keep an eye on their Facebook page for up to date announcements as recent 

rehearsals have been cancelled because of the rising numbers of local coronavirus 

infections. 

Aid for Afghan Refugees 

As you may be aware refugees from Afghanistan have managed to escape the atrocities 

that are happening in their own country and found sanctuary in Manchester. Many of 

these people arrived in the inclement conditions of this country with nothing but the 

clothes on their backs. They are desperate and have nothing. 

Care for Calais is a volunteer run charity delivering essential aid and support to refugees 

living in the UK, France and Belgium.  They are currently looking for help in two ways:  

A) Cash donations to buy some of life’s basics such as shoes/socks and 

underwear. 
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B) Donations of new, basic goods such as toiletries – soap, face cloths, 

toothpaste, toothbrushes -NOT battery /electric, shampoo, hair brushes and 

combs, hair bobbles/bands, sanitary wear and baby products such as nappies, 

barrier cream and wipes. 

With your assistance and generosity, we are hoping to raise supplies to donate to Care 

for Calais.  If you would like to contribute, a box will be left at the back of church for 

your toiletry contributions.  A plate will be placed at the back of church for your cash 

donations.  Thank you for your help. 

• ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH RECENT AND UPCOMING SERVICES 

Services inside our church building 

Mask wearing is now voluntary, including entering and exiting the building.  Full details 

on how you can attend our socially distances services, including a downloadable service 

sheet, can be found here www.stmichaelsflixton.org/socially-distanced-services  

Family Friendly services 

Our Family Friendly services have restarted again on Mondays during term time only.  

They begin at 3.40 p.m. to allow as many people to attend following the end of the 

school day. The church doors will be open from 3.25 p.m. onwards. 

Thursday morning Holy Communion services 

Our Thursday morning Holy Communion services are back from the beginning of 

October, in partnership with our friends at St John's, Flixton:  

• The first and third Thursdays will be at St John's starting at 10.30 a.m. 

• The second and fourth Thursdays will be at St Michael's starting at 10.15 a.m.  

• If there is a fifth Thursday in the month, the services will take place at both 

churches. 

Family Praise services 

Our monthly Family Praise services are back inside our church building.  The next one 

will be held on Sunday 1st November starting at 4 p.m., and then on the first Sunday of 

the month at the same time on an ongoing basis.   

Sunday School 

Parents and children are all welcome to attend starting at 10 a.m. in Church Croft, 

during term time only.  It is an hour's worth of learning and activities which are linked to 

the services and readings taking place during the main Parish Communion service in 

Church. Each session lasts for approximately 60 minutes, and the children are brought 

back into the church building for the end of the service. The parents/guardians of 

younger children are welcome to stay with their children for the first few weeks of their 

attendance or until they are settled. 

Our Sunday School teachers plan and deliver the lessons each week. They are DBS 

checked by the Diocese of Manchester. If you are interested in volunteering please speak 

to a member of the Sunday School team. 

Friday night prayer with Rev Fiona 

Rev Fiona’s night prayer services are taking place on a weekly basis at 9 p.m. each 

Friday.  You can watch live, and comment if you wish, by visiting our Facebook page at 

http://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/socially-distanced-services


www.facebook.com/StMichaelsFlixton.  You can watch previous week’s recordings on our 

YouTube channel. 

Our Online Church 

We have already been sharing our services and prayers on our web and social media 

sites. If you don't know how to find these, please use the links below: 

• www.stmichaelsflixton.org   

• St Michael’s You Tube Channel  

• www.facebook.com/StMichaelsFlixton 

• https://twitter.com/StMichaelsFlix  

• www.instagram.com/stmichaelschurc

hflixton 

• GIVING AND FUNDRAISING 

Please continue to support St Michael’s Church 

Thank you all so much, as you have currently:  

• Donated over £2,400 via your online donations 

• Raised over £150 from your online shopping (via easyfundraising and 

AmazonSmile) 

Please support our beautiful Grade II* listed building and churchyard in a variety of 

ways, as follows: 

1. Online donations can be me made at www.stmichaelsflixton.org/support-us 

2. Please remember to use easyfundraising every time you shop online! Over 

4,000 shops and sites will donate, so you can raise FREE donations for us no matter 

what you’re buying.  They even have fair trade retailers who work with 

easyfundraising as well.  These donations really help us out, so please sign up if you 

haven’t yet. It’s easy and free! You can get started at 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmichaelsflix/?utm_campaign=raise-

more&utm_medium=email&utm_content=en-n2  

If you want to find out how easyfundraising works, please visit our website page at 

www.stmichaelsflixton.org/easy-fundraising 

3. If you have an Amazon account, please make your purchases using AmazonSmile 

instead.  It is a website operated by Amazon with the same products, prices, and 

shopping features as Amazon.co.uk.  The difference is that when you shop on 

AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price 

of eligible products to St Michael's Church.  A full explanation on how you can 

‘convert’ your existing Amazon account into an AmazonSmile one that supports St 

Michael’s can be found here www.stmichaelsflixton.org/shop  

If you do need to set up an AmazonSmile account please click here to get started 

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1134769-0  

4. You raise money for us by searching on the web.  If you use easysearch as your 

search engine you can raise £20 a year for St Michael’s by completing 10 searches a 

day.  To get started visit http://stmichaelsflix.easysearch.org.uk/ and save it as one 

of your internet browser’s bookmarks. 
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