
 

Dear Sisters and Brothers 

It is with a heavy heart that I write this letter.  The Coronavirus levels are at an all-time 

high, coupled with some of the highest Covid-19 death rates we’ve seen so far, plus 

levels in Trafford are seriously high.  The new strain is also an unknown, and we are 

concerned that it can spread more easily to other people.  Therefore, I feel we have no 

choice but to close the church until mid Feb when we will review the situation again.   

This decision is not being taken lightly.  I would much prefer to protect the members of 

our church community over the next few weeks, so we can ALL continue to worship 

together in the years to come.      

Thankfully, six members of our congregation have already received their vaccine jab.  

I’m optimistic that the future will be much brighter, but for the time being we are in the 

throes of a crippling pandemic, and we need to remain as safe as is possible.  

God Bless  

Rev Huw Thomas 

 

Mission Communities 

Bishop Mark Ashcroft and Bishop Mark Davies, warmly invite people in our diocese – 

church officers, members of our congregations and our lay and ordained leaders - to 

events in January in each of our archdeaconries to discuss the proposals for creating 

Mission Communities across the diocese, which were set out in the Briefing Document 

published in October.  

The event details for the Manchester archdeaconry are shown below: 

Wednesday 13 January 2021, 18.00-19.30 via Zoom. 

https://zoom.us/j/92965511120?pwd=Ry9pY3ZXdkdhQVBueTA5TnlFQklzZz09  

Meeting ID: 929 6551 1120    Passcode: 386981 

Sunday morning services – Zoom, Facebook Live and YouTube 

Our online service on the Second Sunday of Epiphany will be taking place at 11.30 a.m. 

on Sunday 10th January.  Rev Huw and Rev Alex will be in charge.  You'll be able to sing 

three beautiful hymns – ‘We three Kings’, ‘God is working his purpose out’, and ‘Source 

and fount of all creation’.  The final one is set to the tune Blaenwern (Love divine). 

You’ll be able participate in this service via Zoom using your electronic device, mobile 

phone or landline.  This service will also be available to watch via a simultaneous 

broadcast using Facebook Live, and later on in the day via our YouTube channel.  The 

service is accessible by a PowerPoint presentation which is shared on the screen. 

If you would like to attend the Zoom person, please subscribe to the full version of the 

newsletter which contains the password etc.   

Friday night prayer with Rev Fiona 

Rev Fiona’s night prayer services are taking place on a weekly basis at 9 p.m. each 

Friday.  You can watch live, and comment if you wish, by visiting our Facebook page at 

www.facebook.com/StMichaelsFlixton  

You can watch previous week’s recordings on our YouTube channel. 

https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/5fbd76bf103bd/content/pages/documents/1601907221884358987.pdf
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/5fbd76bf103bd/content/pages/documents/1601907221884358987.pdf
https://zoom.us/j/92965511120?pwd=Ry9pY3ZXdkdhQVBueTA5TnlFQklzZz09
https://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/emailnewslettersandaskingforhelp
https://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/emailnewslettersandaskingforhelp
http://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsFlixton
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G_Y8-dyUc9o


Family Praise 

Rev Fiona hosted our Family Praise service from her home via Facebook Live. This month 

its theme was 'The Three Wise Men'.  You watch it via our YouTube channel 

https://youtu.be/BdrcN0gTiFM 

Latest coronavirus information and how this affects services being held inside 

St Michael’s Church building 

Rev Huw has requested that you all regularly ‘keep an eye on’ the latest advice being 

issued by The Diocese of Manchester and The Church of England on the current 

coronavirus situation.  You can do this in the following ways: 

• Diocese website 

• Diocese Facebook page 

• Diocese Twitter page 

• Church of England website 

• Church of England Facebook page 

• Church of England Twitter page 

Our Online Church 

We have already been sharing our services and prayers on our web and social media 

sites. If you don't know how to find these, please use the links below: 

• www.stmichaelsflixton.org   

• St Michael’s You Tube Channel 

(please encourage family and friends 

to subscribe to this) 

• www.facebook.com/StMichaelsFlixton 

• https://twitter.com/StMichaelsFlix  

• www.instagram.com/stmichaelschurc

hflixton

Not using social media? 

If you aren't a confident user of a computer, laptop, tablet or phone when accessing 

information on the internet, and you don't use social media, then please start by visiting 

the Church's website.  Special sections have been created to help our congregation and 

the wider Flixton community, and they can be found in the section called Online Church. 

In the Online Church section, you can access a copy of the service booklets we are using 

during our online services, find links to online information to help you to stay 

physically and mentally healthy during this period, and a page to subscribe to receive 

this newsletter by entering your email address. You can in the News section watch our 

recorded services and prayers via YouTube option, and also see our social media posts 

(without having your own accounts) in the Facebook, Twitter and Instagram page links. 

 

Please continue to support St Michael’s Church 

Whilst self-isolating or socially distancing, you can still support our beautiful Grade II* 

listed building and churchyard in a variety of ways, as follows: 

1. Online donations can be me made at www.stmichaelsflixton.org/support-us 

2. Please remember to use easyfundraising every time you shop online! Over 4,000 

shops and sites will donate, so you can raise FREE donations for us no matter 

what you’re buying.  They even have fair trade retailers who work with 

easyfundraising as well.  These donations really help us out, so please sign up if 

you haven’t yet. It’s easy and free! You can get started at 

https://youtu.be/BdrcN0gTiFM
https://www.manchester.anglican.org/coronavirus/
https://www.facebook.com/ManchesterDiocese/
https://twitter.com/DioManchester
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-churches
https://www.facebook.com/thechurchofengland
https://twitter.com/churchofengland
http://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdZR4uP5dSyRwgt98HoLbVw?view_as=subscriber
https://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsFlixton
https://twitter.com/StMichaelsFlix
https://www.instagram.com/stmichaelschurchflixton/
https://www.instagram.com/stmichaelschurchflixton/
https://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/
https://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/
https://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/online-church
https://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/service-booklet
https://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/stayingphysicallyandmentallyhealthy
https://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/stayingphysicallyandmentallyhealthy
https://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/stayingintouchandaskingforhelp
https://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/stayingintouchandaskingforhelp
https://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/youtube
https://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/youtube
https://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/facebook
https://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/twitter
https://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/instagram


www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmichaelsflix/?utm_campaign=raise-

more&utm_medium=email&utm_content=en-n2  

If you want to find out how easyfundraising works, please visit our website page 

at www.stmichaelsflixton.org/easy-fundraising 

3. If you have an Amazon account, please make your purchases using AmazonSmile 

instead.  It is a website operated by Amazon with the same products, prices, and 

shopping features as Amazon.co.uk.  The difference is that when you shop on 

AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase 

price of eligible products to St Michael's Church.  A full explanation on how you 

can ‘convert’ your existing Amazon account into an AmazonSmile one that 

supports St Michael’s can be found here www.stmichaelsflixton.org/shop  

If you do need to set up an AmazonSmile account please click here to get started 

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1134769-0  

4. You raise money for us by searching on the web.  If you use easysearch as your 

search engine you can raise £20 a year for St Michael’s by completing 10 

searches a day.  To get started visit http://stmichaelsflix.easysearch.org.uk/ and 

save it as one of your internet browser’s bookmarks. 

Using and setting up Zoom 

Zoom can be found by visiting their website https://zoom.us and clicking on the 'sign up 

it's free' button'.  Once you have completed this process, please follow the steps on the 

image shown on the next page.   

Alternatively, online help and guidance is available via Zoom or Gadgets Now.  Zoom can 

be used via your computer, tablet, and mobile and landline phones (for audio only), and 

there is a downloadable app to use as well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmichaelsflix/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_medium=email&utm_content=en-n2
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmichaelsflix/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_medium=email&utm_content=en-n2
http://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/easy-fundraising
http://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/shop
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1134769-0
http://stmichaelsflix.easysearch.org.uk/
https://zoom.us/
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/206618765-Zoom-Video-Tutorials
https://www.gadgetsnow.com/how-to/how-to-download-and-set-up-zoom-app-for-your-meetings/articleshow/74925422.cms?fbclid=IwAR0CDB6IlFBz3ISbj4Q7d_ALlc0IhqNbo6JrxXKMYJ2vX1WFd020BFjAzhY

