
 

Hello 

I can’t believe we’ve had almost a full year of the Covid pandemic.  What a strange year 

it’s been, locally, nationally, and worldwide.  No one has been untouched by this 

pandemic.  I don’t think I need to list the various ways as we all know what they are, 

but let’s just say that our whole way of living has changed for all of us.  

The recent announcement that things will return back to “normal” on the 21st June was 

encouraging and no doubt gives us all a lift.  Again, time will tell if this actually happens, 

but I guess this gives us hope none the less.  The reality however for so many people is 

that life has changed, not just for a year but forever.  Loved ones who have died are 

irreplaceable.  Businesses that have gone bust are hard to rebuild.  Those who have 

been crippled financially and made homeless by the pandemic may take them years to 

get back up on their feet.   

When we look at the wider picture too it can be heart breaking to see the rich nations 

getting vaccinated whilst so much of the developing world struggles to keep up.  I was 

recently speaking to my fellow clergy about this and they encouraged me to channel my 

guilt into Christian Aid.  They are doing an appeal for funds whereby you give a donation 

to say thank you for your vaccine and this in turn is forwarded onto those countries who 

need it the vaccine most.  Here is the link if you would like to support it; 

www.christianaid.org.uk/give/ways-donate/give-thanks-your-coronavirus-vaccine  

In this in-between period where we’re still in lockdown, but slowly looking at opening up 

again, I believe it is important to consider what world we want to go back into.  During 

lockdown we have held a weekly family quiz and although I’m not a massive fan of 

quizzes (as they highlight how small my actual brain really is), it has been lovely to see 

so much of the family regularly, many who are spread throughout the country.  We were 

recently discussing making the quiz monthly rather weekly. One of my family pointed out 

that we are all about to get mad busy again so won’t have as much time.  I found this 

really sad.  Busyness often carries a badge of honour with it.  The busier you are, the 

more important you are in the big scheme of things… but I have to ask is this really 

true?  Or is it all one big red herring?  For if we are so busy that we have to book people 

in, 6 months in advance… and if we are so busy that we constantly give off the image 

that we have no time for people… then is busyness really a good thing?   

I believe God asks for balance in all our lives. Balance between work and play.  Balance 

between being amongst people and taking time in solitude.  If we need further evidence 

of this, let’s look at Jesus and how he navigated the world.  He had intense periods of 

busyness followed up by good periods of rest, climbing up hills or falling asleep in boats. 

Without balance we risk losing our sanity and in turn affect the sanity of those around 

us.  You can spot a person a mile off who does not have balance. So, my challenge for 

each one of us is this; what world do we want to go back to and how will we choose to 

live it?  The decision is yours… 

God Bless you all  

Huw    

Rev Huw Thomas 
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• LATEST NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Trafford Awards for Outstanding Women in the Community 

In the recent ‘Trafford Awards for Outstanding Women in the Community’ Rev Fiona 

Jenkinson received an award in the Faith in the Community section.  As many of you will 

know, Fiona is a nurse and chaplain at The Christie Hospital, and during the pandemic 

has combined this alongside her role as an integral part of our church’s Ministry Team.   

Thank you Fiona for all you do for our community in Trafford, and elsewhere too. 

25 Club draws 

March's 25 Club monthly draw has taken place at Paul and Sue's house.  Many thanks to 

them for organising this whilst also following the social distancing protocols.  The 

winners will be contacted directly in the next few days.  You can watch the draw on our 

YouTube channel https://youtu.be/BLC6A73NoVw  

Black Lives Matter prayer 

This prayer was recently highlighted during a recent local ministry meeting attended by 

Rev Huw.  It available on the Bloomsbury Central Baptist Church website, where you can 

listen to a pre-recorded version or read it yourself. 

www.bloomsbury.org.uk/because-black-lives-matter-a-prayer/  

Reopening of our church building for Holy Communion services 

Good news!  Our church building will be reopening for socially distanced Holy 

Communion services each week, starting on Sunday 21st March at 10.15 a.m.   

Lent and Easter outreach activities in partnership with local churches 

A number of short personal reflective films have been recorded so far and have been 

added to our YouTube channel, and Flixton Fellowship’s as well.  They are all called My 

Story of Tears and Hope, and the details are shown below: 

• Rev Huw Thomas https://youtu.be/aupYb4pa3q4 (and on our Facebook page too) 

• Simon Wrigley https://youtu.be/8zvcSo1mEos  

• Julie Smallman https://youtu.be/dbFLq45cMQU  

• Steve Jones https://youtu.be/6-qBnUCrGAI  

Fair Trade Easter eggs and products 

A final call for Easter egg orders (the full details of these were included in the last 

newsletter).  If you are interested in ordering items please contact Rev Huw Thomas.  

You can also order a variety of other Fairtrade goods in stock, such as coffee, chocolate 

(large and small bars, milk and plain), tea bags, biscuits, rice etc. 

• ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH RECENT AND UPCOMING SERVICES/EVENTS 

Sunday morning services – Zoom, Facebook Live and YouTube 

Our online service this weekend is being held on Mothering Sunday and the fourth 

Sunday of Lent.  It will be taking place at 11.30 a.m. on Sunday 14th March, and Rev 

Fiona Jenkinson is leading it.  You'll be able to sing three beautiful hymns – ‘Let all the 

world in every corner sing’, ‘Lord Jesus, think on me’, and ‘For all the saints’.   

You’ll be able to participate in this service via Zoom using your electronic device, mobile 

phone or landline.  This service will also be available to watch via a simultaneous 

https://youtu.be/BLC6A73NoVw
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broadcast using Facebook Live, and later on in the day via our YouTube channel.  The 

service is accessible by a PowerPoint presentation which is shared on the screen. 

Please subscribe to our full email newsletter if you’d like to receive the Zoom meeting ID 

and password to join our online services in person.  

Our online coffee mornings  

The next one takes place on Saturday 20th March starting at 11 a.m.  Lasting for no 

longer than an hour, they are an opportunity for a drink, a snack, and a chat with people 

outside of your own household.  They are being held on the first and third Saturdays of 

each month.  If anyone is interested in doing a talk about something within your life 

(e.g. a hobby or interest, volunteering, or what called you to faith), please contact Rev 

Huw in the first instance.   

Please subscribe to our full email newsletter if you’d like to receive the Zoom meeting ID 

and password to join our online services in person.  

Friday night prayer with Rev Fiona 

Rev Fiona’s night prayer services are taking place on a weekly basis at 9 p.m. each 

Friday.  You can watch live, and comment if you wish, by visiting our Facebook page at 

www.facebook.com/StMichaelsFlixton.  You can watch previous week’s recordings on our 

YouTube channel. 

Family Praise 

Our monthly Family Praise service took place on Sunday afternoon last week, and was 

broadcast from Rev Fiona’s house via Facebook Live.  If you missed it, you can also 

watch it on our YouTube channel https://youtu.be/b6iphSwjeQU  

Confirmation service at St Michael’s  

With plenty of advance notice, we are pleased to announce a confirmation service will be 

held at St Michael’s Church on Sunday 19th September at 6 p.m. with Bishop Mark 

Middleton.  Please contact Rev Huw Thomas if you are interested in preparing for 

confirmation. 

Our Online Church 

We have already been sharing our services and prayers on our web and social media 

sites. If you don't know how to find these, please use the links below: 

• www.stmichaelsflixton.org   

• St Michael’s You Tube Channel  

• www.facebook.com/StMichaelsFlixton 

• https://twitter.com/StMichaelsFlix  

• www.instagram.com/stmichaelschurc

hflixton 

• LOCAL COMMUNITY GROUPS AND CHARITIES 

Sticky Wicket Supplies 

Sticky Wicket Supplies is Flixton’s food bank.  Based at Flixton Cricket Club, they are 

providing food and essential supplies, such as toiletries, to the people of M41.  Anyone is 

welcome to visit if they are in genuine need.  All donations are welcomed.  Full details of 

their latest requirements, and opening times, are available on their Facebook page, as 

shown below.  You can also drop off supplies at St Michael’s Vicarage, as Rev Huw is 

volunteering there each Wednesday. 

http://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/emailnewslettersandaskingforhelp
http://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/emailnewslettersandaskingforhelp
http://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsFlixton
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• GIVING AND FUNDRAISING 

Please continue to support St Michael’s Church 

Whilst self-isolating or socially distancing, you can still support our beautiful Grade II* 

listed building and churchyard in a variety of ways, as follows: 

1. Online donations can be me made at www.stmichaelsflixton.org/support-us 

2. Please remember to use easyfundraising every time you shop online! Over 

4,000 shops and sites will donate, so you can raise FREE donations for us no matter 

what you’re buying.  They even have fair trade retailers who work with 

easyfundraising as well.  These donations really help us out, so please sign up if you 

haven’t yet. It’s easy and free! You can get started at 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmichaelsflix/?utm_campaign=raise-

more&utm_medium=email&utm_content=en-n2  

If you want to find out how easyfundraising works, please visit our website page at 

www.stmichaelsflixton.org/easy-fundraising 

3. If you have an Amazon account, please make your purchases using AmazonSmile 

instead.  It is a website operated by Amazon with the same products, prices, and 

shopping features as Amazon.co.uk.  The difference is that when you shop on 

AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price 

of eligible products to St Michael's Church.  A full explanation on how you can 

‘convert’ your existing Amazon account into an AmazonSmile one that supports St 

Michael’s can be found here www.stmichaelsflixton.org/shop  

If you do need to set up an AmazonSmile account please click here to get started 

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1134769-0  

4. You raise money for us by searching on the web.  If you use easysearch as your 

search engine you can raise £20 a year for St Michael’s by completing 10 searches a 

day.  To get started visit http://stmichaelsflix.easysearch.org.uk/ and save it as one 

of your internet browser’s bookmarks. 

 

• CORONAVIRUS INFORMATION AND PANDEMIC SUPPORT 

Latest coronavirus information and how this affects services being held inside 

St Michael’s Church building 

Rev Huw has requested that you all regularly ‘keep an eye on’ the latest advice being 

issued by The Diocese of Manchester and The Church of England on the current 

coronavirus situation.  You can do this in the following ways: 

• Diocese website 

• Diocese Facebook page 

• Diocese Twitter page 

• Church of England website 

• Church of England Facebook page 

• Church of England Twitter page 

Not using social media? 

If you aren't a confident user of a computer, laptop, tablet or phone when accessing 

information on the internet, and you don't use social media, then please start by visiting 

the Church's website.  Special sections have been created to help our congregation and 

the wider Flixton community, and they can be found in the section called Online Church. 

In the Online Church section, you can access a copy of the service booklets we are using 

during our online services, find links to online information to help you to stay 

physically and mentally healthy during this period, and a page to subscribe to receive 

this newsletter by entering your email address. You can in the News section watch our 

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmichaelsflix/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_medium=email&utm_content=en-n2
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http://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/easy-fundraising
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https://twitter.com/churchofengland
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https://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/stayingintouchandaskingforhelp
https://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/stayingintouchandaskingforhelp
https://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/youtube


recorded services and prayers via YouTube option, and also see our social media posts 

(without having your own accounts) in the Facebook, Twitter and Instagram page links. 

Using and setting up Zoom 

Zoom can be found by visiting their website https://zoom.us and clicking on the 'sign up 

it's free' button'.  Once you have completed this process, please follow the steps on the 

image shown on the next page.  Alternatively, online help and guidance is available via 

Zoom or Gadgets Now.  Zoom can be used via your computer, tablet, or mobile phone, 

and mobile/landline phones (for audio only), and there is a downloadable app to use as 

well. 
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