
 

A Letter from Revd Alex Clephane 

Endings and Beginnings 

As most of you will know, I have now ‘Officially’ retired as a licenced minister of St 

Michael’s.  I reached 73 on the 23rd March, so it’s certainly time for me to begin to take 

more leisure time.  This, thankfully, doesn’t mean that I have retired from ministry.  It 

means that I have been given a ‘Permission To Officiate’ licence by the Bishop of 

Manchester which allows me to continue to serve the parish but without any of the legal 

responsibilities.  

It’s obviously a milestone moment in my ministry and I’m so grateful to Revd Huw, the 

PCC, and Ruth (on behalf of the choir), for marking the occasion on Sunday 21st March 

with lovely, moving tributes and also to Vaughan and many of you for your kind words. 

When I look back on my ministry at St Michael’s I realise how fortunate I have been to 

serve God, over the last 25 years, as a priest in this place and with people I love.  My 

ministry began here and continues here.  A place that is forever embedded in my heart.  

It is here that my family grew up and the life that I share with Irene is surrounded by so 

many people who have shaped our lives. 

St Michael’s is a very special place isn’t it?  The first time I stepped through the door, 

some 40 years ago, I knew that this place would be my home.  Over the years we have 

visited in many church buildings throughout this country and in Europe.  Some in very 

picturesque settings.  And if you go to services in these places you are made very 

welcome by the local communities in buildings sometimes not too dissimilar in age and 

character to our own here. 

Perfect settings you would think.  But something is missing when you attend a new place 

for worship.  Something that is difficult to express.  What is missing is the love that is 

shared each week here with you.  A shared ministry with people who we know, with all 

its inevitable ups and downs especially at the moment. 

There is the possibility of Irene and I moving to Culcheth, which is 25 mins away.  It has 

a parish church and community just like here and I’m sure we will begin to get to know 

them as time goes by, but we fully intend to be a part of St Michael’s for as long as we 

can.  It will remain our home and Irene and I look forward to the time when we can all 

meet personally once again to share in the great joy we share serving Christ in Flixton. 

A place where we are surrounded by friends and happy memories. 

Alex 

 

• LATEST NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Restoration and Development Trust 

Subscriptions are now due for 2021.  Please place cash or cheque (made payable to St. 

Michael’s Restoration & Development Trust) in an envelope with your name and R&DT 

on.  They can be left inside the church building (inside Jean Rostron’s pigeon hole), or 

Rev Huw has very kindly said people can post them through his letterbox and he’ll keep 

them until our Treasurer can collect and bank them.  If you aren’t a member and want to 

find out more, please visit www.stmichaelsflixton.org/restoration-and-development-trust 

where you can also download an application form.  The suggested minimum subscription 

is £10 per year.  Many thanks in advance for your continued support. 

http://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/restoration-and-development-trust


School admissions during coronavirus 

A note about attendance at St Michael's Church services and your ability to use this 

information within a Supplementary Faith Form to support an application to attend St 

Michael's School.   

We are still unable to sign attendance booklets for school admissions at any of our 

church services, whether in our church building or online.  We appreciate that this may 

cause some anxiety for parents, but this is a national Church of England pandemic policy 

whilst churches are not fully open as churches are operating with restrictions on 

congregation numbers.  

Lent and Easter outreach activities in partnership with local churches 

A number of short personal reflective films have been recorded so far and have been 

added to our YouTube channel, and Flixton Fellowship’s as well.  They are all called My 

Story of Tears and Hope, and the details are shown below: 

• Rev Huw Thomas https://youtu.be/aupYb4pa3q4 (and on our Facebook page too) 

• Simon Wrigley https://youtu.be/8zvcSo1mEos  

• Julie Smallman https://youtu.be/dbFLq45cMQU  

• Steve Jones https://youtu.be/6-qBnUCrGAI  

• Jennie Edington https://youtu.be/fSfuvAqKBTQ  

• Juan Fernandez Arias https://youtu.be/ZMxDrwMpsnQ  

Additionally, new recordings as per the timetable below at lunchtime each day during 

Holy Week (www.youtube.com/channel/UCDZBzbY92phn4TLr2JzbYpQ):  

• Monday - Rev Ian Kemp 

• Tuesday - Rev Hew Thomas 

• Wednesday - Rev Debra Blair 

• Thursday - Juan and Linda, Flixton Fellowship 

On Easter Sunday, two crosses will be erected at Flixton House and at Woodsend Circle. 

They will be decorated with hand crafted flowers, and the two areas will be filled with 

flowers to give away to people who are passing by. 

• ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH RECENT AND UPCOMING SERVICES/EVENTS 

Easter service schedule 

Wednesday 31st March  
• Healing service at 7:30 p.m. inside our church building 

Good Friday 2nd April            
• Family service at 10 a.m. via Facebook Live 

• An hour at the cross service at 2 p.m. inside our church building 

Saturday 3rd April        

• Easter Vigil at 8 p.m. online via Zoom and Facebook Live 

Sunday 4th April  

• Easter Day Holy Communion service at 10.15 a.m. inside our church building 

• Easter Day Holy Communion service at 11.30 a.m. online via Zoom and 

Facebook Live 

 

Sunday morning services – Zoom, Facebook Live and YouTube 

Our online service this weekend is being held on Palm Sunday.  It will be taking place at 

11.30 a.m. on Sunday 28th March, and Rev Cath Faulkner is leading it.  You'll be able to 

https://youtu.be/aupYb4pa3q4
https://youtu.be/8zvcSo1mEos
https://youtu.be/dbFLq45cMQU
https://youtu.be/6-qBnUCrGAI
https://youtu.be/fSfuvAqKBTQ
https://youtu.be/ZMxDrwMpsnQ
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDZBzbY92phn4TLr2JzbYpQ


sing three beautiful hymns – ‘Ride on, ride on in majesty’, ‘When I survey the wondrous 

cross’, and ‘There is a green hill far away’.   

You’ll be able to participate in this service via Zoom using your electronic device, mobile 

phone or landline.  This service will also be available to watch via a simultaneous 

broadcast using Facebook Live, and later on in the day via our YouTube channel.  The 

service is accessible by a PowerPoint presentation which is shared on the screen. 

If you’d like to receive the details to log on via Zoom please subscribe to our full 

newsletter here www.stmichaelsflixton.org/emailnewslettersandaskingforhelp  

Our online coffee mornings  

The next one takes place on Saturday 3rd April starting at 11 a.m.  Lasting for no longer 

than an hour, they are an opportunity for a drink, a snack, and a chat with people 

outside of your own household.  They are being held on the first and third Saturdays of 

each month.  If anyone is interested in doing a talk about something within your life 

(e.g. a hobby or interest, volunteering, or what called you to faith), please contact Rev 

Huw in the first instance.   

If you’d like to receive the details to log on via Zoom please subscribe to our full 

newsletter here www.stmichaelsflixton.org/emailnewslettersandaskingforhelp 

Friday night prayer with Rev Fiona 

Rev Fiona’s night prayer services are taking place on a weekly basis at 9 p.m. each 

Friday.  You can watch live, and comment if you wish, by visiting our Facebook page at 

www.facebook.com/StMichaelsFlixton.  You can watch previous week’s recordings on our 

YouTube channel. 

Our Online Church 

We have already been sharing our services and prayers on our web and social media 

sites. If you don't know how to find these, please use the links below: 

• www.stmichaelsflixton.org   

• St Michael’s You Tube Channel  

• www.facebook.com/StMichaelsFlixton 

• https://twitter.com/StMichaelsFlix  

• www.instagram.com/stmichaelschurc

hflixton 

• LOCAL COMMUNITY GROUPS AND CHARITIES 

Sticky Wicket Supplies 

Sticky Wicket Supplies is Flixton’s food bank.  Based at Flixton Cricket Club, they are 

providing food and essential supplies, such as toiletries, to the people of M41.  Anyone is 

welcome to visit if they are in genuine need.  All donations are welcomed.  Full details of 

their latest requirements, and opening times, are available on their Facebook page, as 

shown below.  You can also drop off supplies at St Michael’s Vicarage, as Rev Huw is 

volunteering there each Wednesday. 

• GIVING AND FUNDRAISING 

Please continue to support St Michael’s Church 

Whilst self-isolating or socially distancing, you can still support our beautiful Grade II* 

listed building and churchyard in a variety of ways, as follows: 

1. Online donations can be me made at www.stmichaelsflixton.org/support-us 

http://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/emailnewslettersandaskingforhelp
http://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/emailnewslettersandaskingforhelp
http://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsFlixton
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https://twitter.com/StMichaelsFlix
http://www.instagram.com/stmichaelschurchflixton
http://www.instagram.com/stmichaelschurchflixton
http://www.facebook.com/stickywicketsupplies


2. Please remember to use easyfundraising every time you shop online! Over 

4,000 shops and sites will donate, so you can raise FREE donations for us no matter 

what you’re buying.  They even have fair trade retailers who work with 

easyfundraising as well.  These donations really help us out, so please sign up if you 

haven’t yet. It’s easy and free! You can get started at 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmichaelsflix/?utm_campaign=raise-

more&utm_medium=email&utm_content=en-n2  

If you want to find out how easyfundraising works, please visit our website page at 

www.stmichaelsflixton.org/easy-fundraising 

3. If you have an Amazon account, please make your purchases using AmazonSmile 

instead.  It is a website operated by Amazon with the same products, prices, and 

shopping features as Amazon.co.uk.  The difference is that when you shop on 

AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price 

of eligible products to St Michael's Church.  A full explanation on how you can 

‘convert’ your existing Amazon account into an AmazonSmile one that supports St 

Michael’s can be found here www.stmichaelsflixton.org/shop  

If you do need to set up an AmazonSmile account please click here to get started 

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1134769-0  

4. You raise money for us by searching on the web.  If you use easysearch as your 

search engine you can raise £20 a year for St Michael’s by completing 10 searches a 

day.  To get started visit http://stmichaelsflix.easysearch.org.uk/ and save it as one 

of your internet browser’s bookmarks. 

 

• CORONAVIRUS INFORMATION AND PANDEMIC SUPPORT 

Latest coronavirus information and how this affects services being held inside 

St Michael’s Church building 

Rev Huw has requested that you all regularly ‘keep an eye on’ the latest advice being 

issued by The Diocese of Manchester and The Church of England on the current 

coronavirus situation.  You can do this in the following ways: 

• Diocese website 

• Diocese Facebook page 

• Diocese Twitter page 

• Church of England website 

• Church of England Facebook page 

• Church of England Twitter page 

Not using social media? 

If you aren't a confident user of a computer, laptop, tablet or phone when accessing 

information on the internet, and you don't use social media, then please start by visiting 

the Church's website.  Special sections have been created to help our congregation and 

the wider Flixton community, and they can be found in the section called Online Church. 

In the Online Church section, you can access a copy of the service booklets we are using 

during our online services, find links to online information to help you to stay 

physically and mentally healthy during this period, and a page to subscribe to receive 

this newsletter by entering your email address. You can in the News section watch our 

recorded services and prayers via YouTube option, and also see our social media posts 

(without having your own accounts) in the Facebook, Twitter and Instagram page links. 

Using and setting up Zoom 

Zoom can be found by visiting their website https://zoom.us and clicking on the 'sign up 

it's free' button'.  Once you have completed this process, please follow the steps on the 

image shown on the next page.  Alternatively, online help and guidance is available via 

Zoom or Gadgets Now.  Zoom can be used via your computer, tablet, or mobile phone, 
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and mobile/landline phones (for audio only), and there is a downloadable app to use as 

well. 

 

 

 

 

 


