
 

Dear friends  

I hope you are continuing to keep safe and well?  Although the lifting of restrictions has 

been delayed because of the Delta variant of the coronavirus, it appears to be the 

correct decision with the infections rate continuing to raise again, particularly in the 

North West.  Emma and I have received both vaccination doses now, and Esme is 

booked in for her first in the near future. 

For many people the lifting of restrictions and closer mixing with other people outside of 

our family groups is an anxious time, whilst others can’t wait anymore for normality to 

return.  As an example, in my workplace the return to working full time again in our 

offices has been delayed until at least September.  I occasionally work in our Manchester 

offices if I can’t complete tasks at home, but on the whole I worked from home since 

March 2020.   

After more than 15 months of working from home it will feel odd to be working in an 

office environment again. I am so used to being able to see people during video calls it 

felt very strange to only have a lengthy mobile phone conversation recently.  A few 

years ago, I worked for a couple of organisations where I could work from home, or 

worked in an office of two people, and I couldn’t wait to get back to working in a busier 

office working environment.   

This time feels different though.  With the latest technologies I can have meetings and 

training sessions (for individuals, and small and larger groups), where I can share my 

screen, including other video and audio resources, in a simple and straightforward 

manner.  Normally, people would be travelling into Manchester for face-to-face training 

sessions from across the region in groups of up to 20 people.  Now many individuals 

have got used to not having to do this, and they don’t have to leave the comfort of their 

own home.  In the future will people prefer a real or a digital attendance? 

If digital only, I am concerned about this.  Many people are already digitally 

disenfranchised as they can’t afford or own the relevant technologies and devices.  In 

many cases, due to the cost, many organisations won’t offer face-to-face alternatives in 

the near future.  This is already happening with the shift towards online banking, and 

information arriving in our inboxes and not our post boxes. 

Many churches are now reviewing the online services they provided during the lockdown 

periods (or have already done so).  Some have the ability to stream directly from their 

buildings, others are continuing to use Zoom and streaming/uploading to their social 

media pages, but some have decided to stop and go back services in their church 

buildings only.  This is something St Michael’s will need to decide upon at some point.  

However, with the lack of broadband in our building, and a poor-quality mobile data 

signal, this will severely limit our options, unless we invest in new technologies. 

How many people attending/watching our Zoom, Facebook Live, and YouTube services is 

sufficient to continue?  This is a question that will be asked when deciding to continue, or 

not.  The Parable of the Lost Sheep in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke may provide an 

answer.  It shows that the Kingdom of God is accessible to all, even those who were 

sinners or strayed from God’s path.  In Matthew (18:13) it states: “And if he finds it 

truly I tell you, he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that never went 

astray.  So it is not the will of your Father in heaven that one of these little ones should 

be lost.” 

If you want this form of ministry to continue, please let us know, and, if we do continue, 

we’ll need help and assistance to do it.  Running our online church over the last 15 

months wouldn’t have been possible without a small band of hardy volunteers and 



members of the ministry team.  Perhaps you could also consider volunteering your skills 

and time as well?   

Blessings 

Paul 

Paul Bailey 

 

• LATEST NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Church planning day 

Due to the extension of the coronavirus social distancing measures, this event has been 

postponed from its original from its original date in early July. 

Instead, this is now scheduled to take place between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. on Saturday 

11th September, and it will be held at St Michael’s School. 

Crafty Crofters meeting 

Tuesday 29th June, the Crafty Crofters ladies' group were planning to meet up in Church 

Croft at 1 p.m. to chat and discuss what they might be doing between now and 

Christmas.  However, this event will probably be postponed until September due to the 

delayed lifting of the coronavirus restrictions.  This will be confirmed early next week.  

If you were planning to attend, please email Beverley Beavan at 

beavanjohn59@gmail.com so she can keep you up to date with the latest news. 

The Crafty Crofters cover a wide variety of craft work, and they are looking for new like-

minded ladies to join the group. All new members will be welcomed. 

Most of their work in the past has been to make things for church fayres and coffee 

mornings, and they have also knitted things for charity. 

• ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH RECENT AND UPCOMING SERVICES/EVENTS 

Sunday services inside our church building 

Our 10.15 a.m. service this weekend is being held on the first Sunday after Trinity.  Rev 

Huw Thomas is leading it, and will read the gospel and preach.   

Full details on how you can attend our socially distances services, including a 

downloadable service sheet, can be found here www.stmichaelsflixton.org/socially-

distanced-services  

Online Sunday morning services, including our coffee mornings 

Our online service this weekend will be taking place at 11.30 a.m.  You'll be able to sing 

three beautiful hymns: ‘All people that on earth due dwell’, ‘Dear Lord and Father of 

mankind’, and ‘O worship the King’.    

You’ll be able to participate in this service via Zoom using your electronic device, mobile 

phone or landline.  This service will also be available to watch via a simultaneous 

broadcast using Facebook Live, and later on in the day via our YouTube channel.  The 

service is accessible by a PowerPoint presentation which is shared on the screen. 
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Online coffee mornings 

Our shift to online coffee mornings after our Zoom services has been popular, with a 

number of Zoom attendees staying on to have a chat, and people who have attended 

our church building service logging on to take part.   

They start at around 12.15 p.m. and last for no longer than 30 minutes.  This means 

they should be finished by 12.45 p.m. at the latest, but if you need to leave earlier that 

is fine as well. 

If you’d like to receive the details to log on via Zoom please subscribe to our full 

newsletter here www.stmichaelsflixton.org/emailnewslettersandaskingforhelp  

Friday night prayer with Rev Fiona 

Rev Fiona’s night prayer services are taking place on a weekly basis at 9 p.m. each 

Friday.  You can watch live, and comment if you wish, by visiting our Facebook page at 

www.facebook.com/StMichaelsFlixton.  You can watch previous week’s recordings on our 

YouTube channel. 

Please note, there will be no Friday night prayer on the 4th of June. 

Our Online Church 

We have already been sharing our services and prayers on our web and social media 

sites. If you don't know how to find these, please use the links below: 

• www.stmichaelsflixton.org   

• St Michael’s You Tube Channel  

• www.facebook.com/StMichaelsFlixton 

• https://twitter.com/StMichaelsFlix  

• www.instagram.com/stmichaelschurc

hflixton 

• GIVING AND FUNDRAISING 

Please continue to support St Michael’s Church 

Thank you all so much, as over the last year you have:  

• Donated over £2,000 via your online donations 

• Raised over £150 from your online shopping (via easyfundraising and 

AmazonSmile) 

Whilst self-isolating or socially distancing, you can still support our beautiful Grade II* 

listed building and churchyard in a variety of ways, as follows: 

1. Online donations can be me made at www.stmichaelsflixton.org/support-us 

2. Please remember to use easyfundraising every time you shop online! Over 

4,000 shops and sites will donate, so you can raise FREE donations for us no matter 

what you’re buying.  They even have fair trade retailers who work with 

easyfundraising as well.  These donations really help us out, so please sign up if you 

haven’t yet. It’s easy and free! You can get started at 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmichaelsflix/?utm_campaign=raise-

more&utm_medium=email&utm_content=en-n2  

If you want to find out how easyfundraising works, please visit our website page at 

www.stmichaelsflixton.org/easy-fundraising 

3. If you have an Amazon account, please make your purchases using AmazonSmile 

instead.  It is a website operated by Amazon with the same products, prices, and 

shopping features as Amazon.co.uk.  The difference is that when you shop on 
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AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price 

of eligible products to St Michael's Church.  A full explanation on how you can 

‘convert’ your existing Amazon account into an AmazonSmile one that supports St 

Michael’s can be found here www.stmichaelsflixton.org/shop  

If you do need to set up an AmazonSmile account please click here to get started 

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1134769-0  

4. You raise money for us by searching on the web.  If you use easysearch as your 

search engine you can raise £20 a year for St Michael’s by completing 10 searches a 

day.  To get started visit http://stmichaelsflix.easysearch.org.uk/ and save it as one 

of your internet browser’s bookmarks. 

 

• CORONAVIRUS INFORMATION AND PANDEMIC SUPPORT 

Latest coronavirus information and how this affects services being held inside 

St Michael’s Church building 

Rev Huw has requested that you all regularly ‘keep an eye on’ the latest advice being 

issued by The Diocese of Manchester and The Church of England on the current 

coronavirus situation.  You can do this in the following ways: 

• Diocese website 

• Diocese Facebook page 

• Diocese Twitter page 

• Church of England website 

• Church of England Facebook page 

• Church of England Twitter page 

Not using social media? 

If you aren't a confident user of a computer, laptop, tablet or phone when accessing 

information on the internet, and you don't use social media, then please start by visiting 

the Church's website.  Special sections have been created to help our congregation and 

the wider Flixton community, and they can be found in the section called Online Church. 

In the Online Church section, you can access a copy of the service booklets we are using 

during our online services, find links to online information to help you to stay 

physically and mentally healthy during this period, and a page to subscribe to receive 

this newsletter by entering your email address. You can in the News section watch our 

recorded services and prayers via YouTube option, and also see our social media posts 

(without having your own accounts) in the Facebook, Twitter and Instagram page links. 

Using and setting up Zoom 

Zoom can be found by visiting their website https://zoom.us and clicking on the 'sign up 

it's free' button'.  Once you have completed this process, please follow the steps on the 

image shown on the next page.  Alternatively, online help and guidance is available via 

Zoom or Gadgets Now.  Zoom can be used via your computer, tablet, or mobile phone, 

and mobile/landline phones (for audio only), and there is a downloadable app to use as 

well. 
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